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Press Release 



  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Theatre Hullabaloo and Action Transport Theatre Present

My Mother Told Me Not to Stare
By Finegan Kruckemeyer and Martyn Harry

Directed by Nina Hajiyianni
Designed by Bek Palmer
Produced by Miranda Thain
TOUR: 19th February – 10th April 2010

NATIONAL PRESS PERFORMANCES: 

PREVIEW: 
Thursday 19th February, Darlington Arts Centre, 6.30pm

      
Wednesday 24th March, Theatre by the Lake, 7pm

      
London Run: Unicorn Theatre, 17th – 21st March

This February, Theatre Hullabaloo and Action Transport Theatre - two award-winning theatre companies creating work for young people - join forces to unveil a brand new operetta My Mother Told Me Not To Stare.


My Mother Told Me Not to Stare is a deliciously dark operetta for curious children and their grown ups, told in a fully operatic and gothic style. Suitable for children aged eight and over, this new production will tour nationally February - April 2010 and includes a week’s run at the prestigious Unicorn Theatre in London. 


This excitingly experimental co-production brings together two ground-breaking companies, Action Transport Theatre and Theatre Hullabaloo, who are equally committed to raising the bar for children’s and young people’s theatre.

An ambitious and innovative fusion of opera and puppetry, the project was born in May 2008 when director Nina Hajiyianni, met Finegan Kruckemeyer through the ‘Next Generation Project’. This initiative incubated by world children’s theatre organisation ASSITEJ, brings together leading young theatre makers from across the globe, to explore opportunities for artistic collaborations. 

                                             
For the production, Australian playwright Finegan Kruckemeyer has created an intriguing tale, while Martyn Harry, University Lecturer at Oxford University, has developed the words into a beautiful fusion of music and song for young audiences and their families.

                                                       
The Cast includes five singers - Andrew Sparling, Eleanor Meynell, Tom Bates, Eva Karell and Gary Albert Hughes - who are also uniquely skilled performers and multi-instrumentalists. Each has a different operatic range (soprano, alto, counter tenor, tenor and bass baritone), offering a full vocal range. The singers will also be operating puppets and playing the clarinet, flute, piano, harp, cello and violin.


Director Nina Hajiyianni says, “Creating a touring production which is a dedicated opera for children, is an attempt to celebrate the artistry of a classical, musical form which goes beyond what is normally seen in children’s theatre. Projects like this attempt to make what is seen as a ‘high’ art form relevant, alive, and accessible for children and the widest possible audience. 

Including puppets and shadow projections reminds us that we are entering the magical world of theatre for children.  We hope we have made an opera, which speaks directly to children, the audience for which it is intended and the adults who are lucky enough to accompany them.”

 


Co-creator of the initial story, Australian director Daisy Brown has been commissioned by the Come Out Festival in Adelaide to direct a ‘parallel’ Australian version of the play. The companies are hoping to perform both versions in 2011 in the UK and Australia.


”Finegan Kruckemeyer's splendidly quirky play... is worthy of its international acclaim”
Tragic Life of Cheese boy, Sunday Herald

For further information, to arrange interviews or arrange Press Tickets please contact:

 Shelagh Bourke on 07971 819016 or email : she@we-r-lethal.com 
NOTES TO EDITOR

For further information on My Mother Told Me Not To Stare, Theatre Hullabaloo or Action Transport Theatre visit: 
 
http://mymothertoldmenottostare.wordpress.com
http://www.theatrehullabaloo.org.uk
LISTINGS INFORMATION

CAST

Tom Bates     


Narrator
Gary Albert Hughes    

Bobby Rogers. flute
Eva Karell           

Emily Ives, violin
Eleanor Meynell    

Mrs Rogers, Nurse, piano
Andrew Sparling    

Mr Rogers, Mr Allen, clarinet.

 
This is an ensemble production, the disappeared children; Lucy McGee, Billy O’Brien, Malachi Court, Oscar Parsons, Timothy Hastings and Kate Killarney are played by members of the cast. 
CREATIVE TEAM
Nina Hajiyianni                       
Director 
Martyn Harry                          
Composer 
Finegan Kruckemeyer           
Writer 
Bek Palmer                             
Designer 
Miranda Thain                        
Creative Producer
NATIONAL TOUR DATES

19 & 20 February

Darlington Arts Centre, Darlington
Box Office:  01325 348 843
www.darlington.gov.uk

23 February
The Crypt, Middlesbrough Town Hall
Box Office:  01642 242 561  
www.middlesbrough.gov.uk

24 February
Theatre by the Lake, Keswick
Box Office:  017687 74411 
www.theatrebythelake.co.uk
25 & 26 February
Washington Arts Centre

Box Office:  0191 219 3455  
www.artscentrewashington.co.uk
 
27 February
Lighthouse Theatre, Poole
Box Office:  0844 406 8666  
www.lighthousepoole.co.uk
5 March
Terry O’Toole Theatre, Lincoln
Box Office: 01522 883 311 
www.terryotooletheatre.org.uk

12 & 13 March
Whitby Hall, Action Transport Theatre, Ellesmere Port
Box Office: 0151 357 2120  
www.actiontransporttheatre.org

17 – 21 March
The Unicorn Theatre, London
Box Office: 020 7645 0560 
www.unicorntheatre.com

25 March
Half Moon Young People’s Theatre, London
Box Office: 020 7709 8900  
www.halfmoon.org.uk

27 March
University of Hertfordshire, Hatfield
Box Office: 01707 281 127  
www.herts.ac.uk/artsandgallery

30 March
Rose Theatre, Ormskirk

Box Office: 01695 854 480  
www.edgehill.ac.uk/rosetheatre

3 April
Ammanford Theatre, Carmarthenshire
Box Office: 0845 226 3510  
www.carmarthenshiretheatres.co.uk

7 April
Mercury Theatre, Colchester
Box Office: 01206 573 948  
www.mercurytheatre.co.uk

9 April
South Street Arts Centre, Reading
Box Office: 0118 960 6060  
www.readingarts.com

10 April
Nuffield Theatre, Southampton
Box Office:  023 8067 1771  
www.nuffieldtheatre.co.uk
Theatre Hullabaloo. Based in the North East of England, Theatre Hullabaloo is a pioneering theatre company creating quality work for young audiences. The company believes that children deserve work of the highest quality and greatest artistic challenge. It is this challenge that drives Theatre Hullabaloo to form collaborations with those working at the forefront of their art form, developing ideas with young people, to create excellent and inventive theatre.


Action Transport Theatre. Based in the North West of England, Action Transport Theatre aims to set new standards in quality and ambition for young people’s theatre and has grown into a successful regional and international theatre company. By connecting experienced and young theatre makers, the company develops innovative ways of making great plays and places new plays made for, by and with young people at the heart of British theatre culture.
 
Finegan Kruckemeyer (Writer), has had 35 of his commissioned plays performed around Australia, North America, Europe and Asia, with 19 new works set to have international seasons in 2011. This year he writes commissioned works in England, Ireland, China, Hobart, Sydney and Adelaide. As well as the 2009 AWGIE Award, Finegan received the 2009 Young Tasmanian Artist Award, 2008 Best Children’s Theatre playwright Oscar (for The Tragic Life of Cheeseboy), 2007 Best Playwright Oscar (for This Uncharted Hour – Brink Productions), 2006 Jill Blewett Playwrights’ Award and 2002 Colin Thiele Scholarship. 
 

Martyn Harry (Composer) is University Lecturer at Oxford University and is the music fellow of St Anne’s and St Hilda’s colleges there. He studied composition with Alexander Goehr at Cambridge and music theatre with Mauricio Kagel at Musikhochschule, Cologne, on a DAAD Scholarship. His works have been performed by, amongst others, the London Sinfonietta, Northern Sinfonia, the Opera Group, Broomhill Opera, Eos, the Allegri Quartet, Piano Circus, the Reg Vardy Band, the New Music Players and the BBC Singers. They have also been broadcast on BBC Radio 3, Classic FM, NDR 3 and WDR 3. In the months after completing the music for My Mother Told Me Not To Stare, he will also become the first ever living composer to create a new work for his Majesty’s Sagbutts and Cornetts.

Theatre Hullabaloo and Action Transport Theatre would like to acknowledge the support of:-
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