
Summer 2022

MAGICAL THINGS
for you to SEE and DO



About The Hullabaloo
The Hullabaloo is a centre of creativity for children and families and an 
inspiring place to play and learn. It is the only purpose-designed theatre  
for children north of London. 

At The Hullabaloo you will find world-class theatre made specifically 
for children - including brilliant shows for babies and toddlers - free 
creative play, storytelling, family events and much more. 

The Hullabaloo is home to Theatre Hullabaloo, a registered charity 
that believes that creativity should be part of everyone’s childhood. 
The venue is fully accessible, has a family friendly café, story corner, 
child friendly toilets and a buggy park.

Access
The Hullabaloo is a relaxed and informal place for everyone. A warm 
welcome awaits you! We want everyone that visits us to have the  
best possible experience so if we can support your visit in any 
way, please contact us at info@theatrehullabaloo.org.uk. 

The Hullabaloo is fully accessible and accessed at ground level. 
We have wheelchair spaces within our theatre and creative play.  
We also offer fully integrated British Sign Language performances, 
Neurodiverse Friendly shows and creative play sessions.

About Theatre Hullabaloo 
Theatre Hullabaloo is a registered charity that makes and champions theatre and  
creativity for children because we believe that they are the most important audience of all. 
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/TheHullabalooVenue   
/HullabalooHome   
/theatrehullabaloo

KEEP IN 
TOUCH

WELCOME to the HULLABALOO



Our Creative Play space is free to use and is at the heart of the building. 
As you enter the main doors to The Hullabaloo, you will find the entrance to the Creative Play  
space straight in front of you. One of our Hullabaloo Hosts will be there to welcome you.

ZEN GARDEN 
Theatre Hullabaloo & Green Croft Arts
Until 1 June 2022
For children aged 0-9 years and their grown-ups
Free • Mon - Sat • 10am-2pm
Zen Garden is a play adventure inspired by the peace  
and calm of the natural world - a meditative space for  
the whole family to enjoy.

NDF SESSIONS:
Individual families: Fri 6 May & Sat 21 May • From 2.30pm
Book your session: bit.ly/NDFZEN
 

IMAGINATION PLAYGROUND
13 June - mid September 2022
Free • Mon - Sat • 10am-2pm
For children aged 0-9 years and their grown-ups
Come along and invent, collaborate and play. The only limit  
is your imagination! Made from super-light foam building 
blocks, the Imagination Playground allows self-expression  
for ages 2+ where children and families together can create  
a play space of their own. 

We’ve also created a tiny play area for our baby visitors too!

NDF SESSIONS:
Individual families:  
Fri 24 June & Fri 15 July • From 2.30pm

Group sessions (up to 3 families):  
Sat 9 July • 2.30pm-3.30pm

Creative PLAY
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Our NDF  
(Neurodiverse 
Friendly) sessions

In addition to the free daily 
drop-in hours we are also 
offering free bookable 
sessions for individual families 
and groups of families with 
Neurodiverse children and 
those with additional needs 
under 10 years old. 
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We Touch, We Play, We Dance is a mesmerising, 
engaging and fun performance for children aged 0-3 
years and their grown-ups.

With music mixed live by a DJ, the dancers respond to 
the children, guiding them through a series of exchanges 
and encounters, with high fives, hugs and dancing. It’s 
a show filled with surprises and joy where you and your 
child can listen and watch or let loose and join in. 

Morning performances may be more suitable for younger 
babies and those who enjoy a gentler experience, whilst 
afternoon performances might better suit older babies 
and toddlers who are on the move. 

We Touch, We Play,  
We Dance 
Second Hand Dance

Fri 20 & Sat 21 May • 10.30am & 1.30pm
Duration: 45 minutes
Tickets: £7 per adult and  
£7 per child (tickets required 
for babies 12 months +)

0-3  
years

 



CHILL-ABALOO 
WORKSHOPS
Mon 30 May • 10am & 1pm
Age: 6-10 years • Duration: 2 hours
£10 per ticket / £8 for additional sibling 
Leave the children with us to have a well-earned  
chill in one of the two hour wellbeing sessions we  
are offering over May half term. 

Activities will include: an introduction to meditation;  
a child friendly Hatha yoga class and a mindful craft activity. 

Come dressed in comfy clothing. Bring a water bottle and an open mind.  
The perfect way to enjoy the holidays!

STORYTELLING:  
PEEK INTO A PICTURE BOOK 
Wed 1 June
10.30am - 2-4 years • 1pm - 5-7 years
2.30pm - 2-7 years Neurodiverse Friendly session
Duration: 60 minutes
£3 per ticket
A sensory story time for little ones that looks at the power  
of friendship, growth, and change! 

Children and their grown-up will also get the chance to make  
some delightful crafts to take home and look after too!

HALF TERM
at the Hullabaloo
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Meet a plucky little hedgehog as he comes out of 
hibernation and sets off on a journey of uncertainty 
where he makes some wonderful new friends. 

HEDGE combines the magic of dance and puppetry to 
bring to life a wonderful world packed full of woodland 
creatures. This is a great introduction to dance for any 
child.

School performances are available on Friday 1 July. 
Please see our Schools page on our website for more 
details.

HEDGE 
The D Project

Fri 1 July • 10am & 1.30pm 
Sat 2 July • 11am

Duration: 60 minutes
Tickets: £7 / group ticket £24 
(4 people, min 1 adult)

4+  
years
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CREATE A  
HULLABALOO!
Mon 25 - Fri 29 July • 10am-4pm
30 min sharing at The Hullabaloo  
on Fri 29 July at 3.30pm
Age: 6-12 years 
£100 per child per week/£90 additional sibling
Care about the environment? Have things you want to say?  
Join us at The Hullabaloo to ‘Create a Hullabaloo’! 

Each morning children will build their theatre skills - there will be singing, devising, drama 
games and more. Afternoons will feature a mixture of arts-based activities at South Park, 
Darlington (weather permitting). A week of creativity and fun!

WOW!  
SAID THE OWL
INTERACTIvE ExHIBITION
Young Art Explorers Association

Tue 2 - Fri 19 August • 10am-2pm
Age: 0-5 years
Free to drop in, donations welcome
A fantastic, interactive play exhibition based on the award-wining book by  
Tim Hopgood, which follows a little owl on a daytime adventure to appreciate  
just how colourful the world really is. 

This bright and bold exhibition offers younger children a rich, sensory experience  
inspired by this much-loved picture book. Keep an eye on our website and social media  
as we’ll be announcing other upcoming story treats for the summer too.

LOOK OUT FOR BOOKABLE NDF SESSIONS:
This will allow families with Neurodiverse children and those with  
additional needs to interact with the exhibition in a way that best  
suits them.

Summer HOLIDAYS



TEACHERS’ FORUM
CPD session for Primary teachers  
(EYFS, KS1 and KS2)
Wednesday 15 June • 4.15pm-5.15pm
Free
An informal meeting for teachers to learn more  
about the upcoming programme at The Hullabaloo  
and explore our recently installed Creative Play  
installation: Imagination Playground. 

Discover the ways in which we are reaching out to children with Neurodiverse needs and 
hear about all the opportunities for schools up to, and including, Christmas 2022. 

Give us feedback on The Hullabaloo and our schools’ offer. Go back to school with some top 
tips on how to use process drama and drama games to bring the curriculum to life!

FOREST DREAM
Participatory workshop for schools  
(dance and storytelling) 
Monday 20 June    
9.30am-11.30am 7-9 years (Y3/4)
1pm-2.30pm 5-7 years (Y1/2) 
This interactive workshop, offered either in your  
school or at The Hullabaloo, will help children to  
appreciate the natural world and recognise the  
vital part forests have to play in keeping our planet healthy.

Supported by Indian classical dancer, Payal Ramchandani, children will have the chance to 
experience a unique style of storytelling: one which embodies the characters and brings 
themes to life through movement, gesture and expression.

The children will work with Payal to co-create a new version of the story. 

For more information and to make a booking,  
please contact Theatre Hullabaloo. 

We want to make sure that your schools’ visit to  
The Hullabaloo is as easy as possible, so we offer:

• FREE teacher places for group bookings on shows such as HEDGE
• Packed lunch spaces if needed

FOR SCHOOLS 

t h e at r e h u l l a b a l o o . o r g . u k08



09b o x  o f f i c e :  0 1 3 2 5  4 0 5  4 0 5

Friday 2 - Saturday 24 December 2022
Various show times available

Duration: 45 mins • 3+ years • Non-verbal show
 

Once there was a boy who was always looking up.  
He loved stars so much that he dreamt of having one as his friend.  

This is the story of his adventure.

Join us for a magical Christmas at The Hullabaloo to see this enchanting puppet adaptation 
of Oliver Jeffers’ beloved picture book for everyone aged 3 years+ and their families.

Combining spell-binding storytelling with puppetry and a magical score,  
How to Catch a Star is a festive treat from the award-winning  

Branar which reminds us all to follow our dreams.

 
“visually stunning with a twinkling score” - The Irish Times

CATCH a STARHow to

On sale 
now!

CHRIS
TMAS at The HullabalooBranar presents:
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PARKGATE

Plan your visit
How to find us Café Hullabaloo

Open Monday - Saturday • 10am-2pm
Our family friendly café provides a relaxing 
space to spend time with friends and family.

Serving hot and cold drinks and light snacks, 
you can also access our free wifi. 

There are plenty of high chairs and comfy 
chairs available with easy access to toilets, 
baby change and our buggy park. 

Parking
The Hullabaloo does not have a car park.  
There are short and long stay off street car 
parks close by to the venue. Most Council 
car parks are covered by 24 hour CCTV 
surveillance. 

For further advice on parking please contact 
the Box Office, or visit the Darlington 
Borough Council website.

The Hullabaloo, Borough Road, Darlington DL1 1SG 
The Hullabaloo is easily reached on foot from Darlington Town Centre,  
public transport or car. We are only a 5-minute walk from Darlington train station. 

Box Office
Phone: 01325 405 405 
Monday - Saturday 10am until 8pm

In person:
Monday to Saturday 10am until 8pm 
Open until 6pm on non performance days

Online:
Tickets can be booked online 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week and there are no 
booking fees. We share our Box Office with 
Darlington Hippodrome and this means 
they will be the lovely people taking your 
booking, which means you can also book 
tickets via them.

If you would like your tickets posted out to 
you, there will be a £1 fee per transaction 
for this service.

Payments can be made by cash, MasterCard, 
Visa and Maestro cards, or by cheque or 
postal order.



Timetable
Date Show/activity Age Page

Fri 20 & Sat 21 May We Touch, We Play,  0-3 years 4 
 We Dance 

Mon 30 May Chill-abaloo Workshop 6-10 years 6

Wed 1 June Storytelling:   2-4 / 5-7 /2-7 years 6 
 Peek into a Picture Book

mon 20 June Forest Dream 5-7 / 7-9 years 9

Fri 1 & Sat 2 July HeDGe 4+ years 7

mon 25 - Fri 29 July Create a Hullabaloo! 6-11 years 8

Tue 2 - 19 August Wow! Said the Owl 0-5 years 8

Creative Play Space
Until 1 June Zen Garden 0-9 years 3

13 June - mid September Imagination Playground 0-9 years 3

You can purchase gift vouchers for The Hullabaloo from our website. 
Gift vouchers are the ideal birthday and thank you presents or simply as a special treat. 

Simply select your amount and enter the recipients email address for your gift voucher to  
be emailed direct. You can even select the date the recipient will receive the voucher.
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Summer  
2022



The Hul labaloo   Borough Road   Dar l ington   DL1 1SG   

BOx OFFICE: 01325 405 405
theatrehullabaloo.org.uk

A very BIG THANK YOU  
to all of our supporters. 

We couldn’t do what we do without your generous support.

 


